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notorious fact that many Indians traded outside Locations, prior to the
war, without any licences. This they were able to do owing to the
protection granted to them by the British Agents, acting under ins-
tructions from Downing Street. The Government, therefore, recognises
the necessity of extending the exception above named to such traders,
although they had no licences, if they could prove that they were en-
gaged in trade outside Locations at the outbreak of hostilities.
There would still remain those who, although they were not
trading before the war, being refugees, were last year granted licences
to trade outside Locations by British officers without any conditions or
reservations. Most of these men are in Johannesburg, In my humble
opinion, their interests are as much vested as those of their more fortu-
nate brethren who happened to have business before the war. They
have established a fairly good trade. I need hardly point out that it
is impossible for them to remove to Locations, away from business cen-
tres and totally uninhabited, and attract any trade. To force them to
Locations is, therefore, to take the bread away from their mouths. And
this result is to be brought about in the name of the people of the
Transvaal. I refuse to believe that the majority of the people arc capa-
ble of any such (if I may be pardoned for using the right term for
the threatened act) inhumanity. I have good reason to state that a
large number of merchants in Johannesburg, when they urged the
Government to enforce the anti-Asiatic laws of the late Republic, did
not intend that bona-fide refugees in lawful possession of licences
should be affected* They wanted to prevent, as they have succeeded
in preventing, new interests from cropping up by the granting of licen-
ces to new applicants. It would be strange indeed if members of a na-
tion, which, in its respect for vested rights, recognises what might not
unreasonably be termed the immoral interests of slave-owners and publi-
cans, were to disregard those of innocent traders.
My appeal is, moreover, based on the plighted word of the high-
est authorities in the State. The threat to deprive the Indians in ques-
tion of the right to renewal of their licences was first given about
this time last year. The matter was brought to Mr. Chamberlain's
notice, and he, who made the famous declaration that a British offi-
cer's note was as good as a bank note, would not believe that any such
threat could be carried out. To him, it was merely a mistake on the
part of a local officer who had issued it. The result was that the
licences were renewed, though not without a painful struggle, and
then only, first, up to June last, and then up to the 31st instant. As,
therefore, the relief granted was for the first time stated to be of a
temporary nature by the local authorities, Lord Milner was approached*
He has laid down his views in the despatch to Mr. Chamberlain
wherein His Excellency says (if my reading is correct) that, of the
present Indian licence-holders, only those who were not resident in the
Transvaal before the war would be expected to go to Locations at the